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SirjSJF.CTs Revievi/ of Bamberg Operations 



The original purpose and intent of setting up a Bamberg Sulv 
V'.as to estab^uisn a western zone unit to carupf out the ope^’a'Clor 
porticn of the Pastime plan, T.he Bairiberg site was selected because 
it :3 proximity to the Soviet Zone border.. Also taken into con 3 :lde.ra< 
vve:."e housing for .ex’-entual expan.sion, comraunications , and accessilnil.- 
Bainberg is located 44 km from Coburg and 100 km from Hof which v..'r-i>e 
two general areas v;here most of our operating, took place. We had p?. 
po.sed to operate v'/esterly over as far as Fu-Ida, howevem^. as this ra» 
5 it vifa s not necessary to extend operations into that ure» 
Field work to supplement the Pastime prog.rain'viras .started in late 
Noverate.r of 1948, Far making p.relimlnary contacts, merabers of 
Bavarian border police v/ere used, and, once contact'had been est,abli,- 
with t.he Soviet Zone police autaoritles, pis shifted on our own vni.tin: 
the knovriedge of the German police agencies, CIC, or ■■'IIS. This vjas 
accompli',;hed primarily through the use of a beaten-up Vo-lkswagen, 
■direct, c::’ntac.t with agents, and in one area (Ifeustadt) which v;e vis; 
:rcrl:b.er .f s.'-'equently , by appearing a.s black marketeers. 
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t'Ontscting Soviet Zone border police ;in the l.ate fall of l9-- 
vjplishGd with much more ease and smoothness than v/e at .f:lrs' 
ted. Despite regulations of the Soviet Zone police prolilb;;' 
r coming within I 50 meters of the borcisr .and prohibiting tt; 
ting their Arngon counterparts, in virtnallj?" every Kommando- 
long the border there are border guards, or in some cases e’ 
from the .Kommandaturas , v/ho fre.quently come down to the 

0 do a little black ma.rkete erring and to gossip vrith the 
border' police. This does not hold true for areas adjacent 
border crossing points such as above Lud'wigstadt and Horfo 

••eas there are generally several Soviet control points and tJ 
rolicG are under much more stringent controlo In the Neu-stec 
>re most of our contacts with the border police took place t.‘ 
three vjidelj?' separated Soviet cO'Otrol po:intSo These v/e;re 
by one off.Lcer and seven enlisted men, spending most of the: 
.n.kl.r.i,g schnap'os wit.h the local farmers o They generally c.ar}:-. 
1 ' control . 3 in the folloy/ing manner; the enlisted men on du 

01 tv/o or three Kommando points wouI.d call the Komraando^lel 
that his name be reeglstered in. the control book at a speoi.f 
he Koinusindo-leiter generally did this and the Soviet E'.fh-;:- d- 
or the house of a local far.mer and spent tiieir eight hours 
fo. a bottle. This sort of loose control by the Soviets is !•. 
‘icorfimoih. "'/e at one time tried tc make contact with, a 
ontrol points on the theory that as long as there is onl.y c 
per unit he could be approached and. arrangements for conl-sc 

but the enti.re unit of a Sox^let cont.iGl point is changed 
■onty dctj’-s making it impractical to attempt contact. 



As pre 

i’."' r" s o i V' 

.able c 
olics 



viously mentioned, contact with tire Sovzon border 
ely easi'’ although e.xperience ha.£ shown that one mu 
aution because there still are cert 3 :In membe.rs of 
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that are known as two himdred perc-anters or extrem 
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rabid SF,D consititUFnljs , V/e found that tha b<=>st 'fwy to contact Sovzon 
bord'^r police sympstiiPtic with tha western, cause was to first go to 
the local KomiTiissar of the Bavarian border police. The Kominissars 
generally knov/ who th<=‘ Soviet Zone policemen are^ who are to be avoided 

and who the border police are that can be contacted. We found that the 

Bavarian border police are exceptionally well informed and they are 
also up to date on most all of the Illegal border crossing points , On 
the lov,' level between the Bavarian border police and the Soviet Zone 
border police there is considerable friendship in some areas and 
ille-i-al boz-der crossing can be carried out without any difficulty what- 
soever, Our experience has shovm that the controls on the Bavarian 
side of the border are much moz’e thorough than on the Soviet Zone side, 

Soviet Zone border controls generally take place directly on the border 

while Bavarian Zone border controls take place not only at the border 
but on streets,; railroads j and in forests going sometimes as far as 
3C kni“s' behind the border! 



4, Another excellent source for makir^ contacts with illegal 
border crqssers is in restaurants and Gasrattes in towns near the 
border, in Hof, Coburg, Kulrabach, and Lumi/igstadt we came across small 
hotfcls whose main source of revenue came from border erossers. The. 
type of border crosser staying in such a hotel is generally quasi- 
professional and the police are aware of their activity but generally 
look in another direction„ In recent weeks, since the counter=blockade 
program has been instituted by the Western Powers, large scale illegal 
"freight" border operations have virtually ceased and most crossings 
now are "passenger" traffic type, or individuals crossing to visit/ 
f;eiends or for business people who cannot obtain the necessarv-' legal 
crossing permits. V/e discovered that after visiting an af oi’ementioned. 
type of hotel a ■ f ew times, and after getting a little chummy with the 
proprietor, he could arrange a border crossing or recora'.iend various 
individuals living on the border who could assist one or even take 
one over the border. We started making a list of such crossing pcint £5 
out came to the conclusion it is ui'pcessary for they exist virtually 
all along the border and meeting tire right type of individual to 
dirfnrt mp to ci''^oss the border- presents no pjroblern to anj''one speaking 
Gernan,r ^nd the undersigzied became so friendly with a group 

of bord>?ff^ operatives at Purth-ara-Berg, near Ileus tad t, that we v/e re 
comnide.'f’ed one of their group and invited to a party given by various 
local residents of both sides of the border engaged in border traffic, 
as 'well as a few Soviet Zone and a few Bavarian Border policemezi. It 
was ,nn informal little Faschings party where everyone was called by 
his fi.rst name. I cite the above merely to sho'w that despite rules, 
runioiirs ; and the supposed difficulties rampant in the border area, 
theiv.' Is in reality considerable fluidness on the border. In a short 
time! one can intermingle with such a group and for a little ccrapenea- 
tiori. find sufficient reliable people to carry on. border operations 
on- virtually any scale# 

;T,, .As mentioned in one of our 3’aw intelligence reports, it has 
come to our attention that a great many of the Volkspolizei in the 
Soviet Zone are Sudeten-Germans or other so-called German DP’s who 

refugees from Silesia or Czechoslovakia., Most of the raen expelled 
from such areas have been unable to find employment, are generally 
sooJ'ned by their neighbors and by the local inhabitants of the areas 
where they are forced to reside and have no other alternative in order 
to riake a living and support their families but to join a . police or- 
ganization., The pay is -attractive and they get the highest ration 
card po.sslble in the Soviet Zone. In reality hov;ever, most_of thvse 
men ore bitter anti-^-Communists marking time and. hoping some dai^ soon 
that the Communists will be defeat^vl and they can return to th^ir 
homeland..s. In dealing with sc-rae of Sz.idete:a-Germans , it cara-e to 
OUT attention that they are considerably homogeneous and hold together 
rather solidly as a group. They have as yet not committed any open, 
acts of viol'=nce or sabotage but v/e believe that when the oppor'cun;i'c,y 
presovnts itself that the group v/ill be capable of fairly strong organ- 
i z e d r -e ,3 i s t a n c a . 
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6o Asr ti and thp undersi‘gn<=d covered various areas 

along the uhTderj we bt^ame aware of two sorts of activity that may 
have Stateside interest. The first is that virtually all intelligence 
units such as CIO, "ilS, OKI, RUSTY, and so forth^. are engaged in under- 
cover intelligence gathering in the Soviet Zone through border crossers,.. 
In our occasional visits to CIC and MIS in Coburg and Hof, the upshot 
of many of the discussions consisted of an exuberant agent telling us 
about his, latest chain going into the Zone and the successes he' had 
been having with it.. V/e have on a few occasions seen file material 
justifying this. At Bayreuth we came across a German agent running a 
chain Into the Soviet Zone having as member of the chain an engineer 
and conductor v/ho make frequent trips to Russia with a railroad brlg.ade. 
We assumed this to be a RUSTY operation* \/hlle sitting in the mess 
hall of the Hof Sub-Post for luncheon with the chief of the CIC Detach«=- 
merit recently, he pointed out that more than half of the luncheon 
guests v/ere intelligence operatives of some sort. Ha even indicated 
that the British and french ware operating along our border areas* 



?o Another matter v.ihich came to our attejition occurred at thvs 
regular crossing point.5* A check of the official register, coupled 
•with a few days observation, shov/ed that a fairly large number of 



foreign businessmen -- primarily Italian, French, Dutch, and a sprin- 
kling of Americans «>•- regularly cross the border 'at various points to 
carry out business transactions* Most of these men dealt with Tech- 
F.xport in Karlshorst.' Two Americans repre.sen'ting an aircraft plant 
in the Sta’ces, were driving through to Poland to try to arrange a 
contract for the, sale of small aircraft engine parts to the Poles. 

V/e observed an I’talian businessman going through to contract for the 
sal“ of office machinery built in the Soviet Zone and we also talked 
with .3 few French business people on their ?;ay to conclude a business 
deal wit’ the Soviets. I do not know t.o what exte,nt somp of these 
men have been contacted for intelligence purposes. However, all pass- 
ports bore military entry permit issued by an American Consulate 
and if they have not already b<=8n contacted by some intelligence 
agency, it is entirely possible that sotae of these businessmen making 
regular trips could be of use from a long range standpoint. 
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8.;, The general caliber of informant or agent that can be pro- 
cured in the areas where we have been operating are of a loi''/ level and 
’While this may be satisfactory for the CIC or MIS type of operation, 

I do not believe it Is v;orthwhile or practical for this organization 
to maintain an extra base to deal Virith this type of Individual* It is 
also my opinion that should a condition arise forcing our Berlin oper- 
atiorxs to evacuate to the Zone, it would be possible v^iithin a month to 
set up a sufficient -aumber of secure courier roi.U'.es and crossing points 
"in ordei' to carry out the Pastime plan* If we v/ere to continue opera™ 
'tions at the Baraberg Base, it would require at least two more case of- 
ficers because contacts along the border ai"P''s consume considerable 
tra'vel and a ,great deal of wait5.ng,, I!ost of our contacts ?;ere made 
during the afternoon or at night and very often we did not retu,rn to 
Banberg befor 10 or 11 p„rn,. The roads are extremely bad in the bordei* 
areas 'where contacts are made* It was only because the roads were 
frozen during the 'winter 'that they were psis sable,:, On a recent trip to 
the border, the roads tha’.ved out to such an extent that they were 
deepl 3 '- rut'ted and so muddy that they were impassable* 



9* In -vnev; of the above, I cons'ider it advisable to close out the 
BsnibergSub-Base , but before doing so v,'ill make arrangements to keep 
'two or three of the better sources and make sleepers out of the re- 
mainder. Also before closing, we will stage a trial operation involv- 
ing the transraittal of a dummy intelligence pouch thrnno-h r.ne of our 
better contacts and agents controlled bjf^ This 

will be accomplished before 1 April, at waaich time the Base Will be 
complete.!. y closed out in accordance w’ith verbal instructions by COS* 
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